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NAKASE SWAMP
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Mt. Bandai, a mostly andesite composite volcano, first began volcanic activity around 700,000 years ago. This volcano has experienced many phreatic (steam
blast) eruptions which have drastically altered its face. During the last such eruption, occurring on July 15, 1888 (Meiji 21), of the four ridges which
comprised Mt. Bandai, (Obandai, Kobandai, Kushi-ga-mine, and Akahani-yama) Kobandai was destroyed, and the resulting landslide afflicted 5 towns and
hundreds of houses, leaving some 477 victims.

In the grand scheme of Ura-Bandai’ s layout, which is dotted with over 300 various sized lakes and marshes, Nakase Swamp is located in the middle part of
the plateau—which is where the greatest amount of lakes and marshes are distributed. The resulting landslide of 1888 reached as far as the location of present
day Nakase Swamp, and as a result, countless round-shaped knolls were formed. Water collected in the basins between these knolls and subsequently formed
the many lakes and marshes present in the area today.

The surface of Nakase Swamp against the background of Mt. Bandai' s explosion crater, combined with the backdrop of a sea of trees makes this spot an
especially beautiful area within the Ura-Bandai Plateau. Around the swamp, there are ranks of Japanese Alder trees and common reeds, and Potamogeton
distinctus plants and water lilies can be found in abundance on the swamp’ s surface. There are also a large number of fish and wildlife inhabiting the swamp.
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